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Spinal Muscular Atrophy  

Spinal Muscular Atrophy is a genetic disease resulting 
in a progressive loss of motor neurons of the 
brainstem and spinal cord.                                
Children with S.M.A. do not improve ï they only 
regress.                                                                          
The onset is sudden and dramatic. Once symptoms 
occur the motor neuron cells quickly deteriorate.   
The earlier that the symptoms appear, the shorter is 
the lifespan.                                                                         
There is no cure yet known.                                   
Spinal Muscular Atrophy can be fatal. 

 



 

Motor Skills Prior to Regression 

¶ Ellie reached all of her normal milestones up until 9 
months of age. 

¶ She rolled, got herself into a sitting position, 
crawled, stood and took steps around a table and 
also with her toy walker. 

¶ And she could walk 4 passes on the monkey bars. 



 

Walking under Monkey Bars  

 



 

Prior to 1
st

 Treatment 

At 16 months of age suddenly everything changed: 
 

¶ Ellie could not crawl. She was unable to even rollover. 
If we placed her on all 4ôs she did not have the muscle 
strength to hold her position without collapsing. 

¶ She could not pick up her foot to take a step. The 
doctors told us our beautiful daughter is not expected to 
ever take a step again in her life. 

¶ She then lost the ability to even reach her hand up to 
her mouth.                                                                      

¶ And she became so floppy that picking her up under 
her arms became very difficult.                                                                                                                                                                           



 

 

Treatment # 1 
Date: 10/26/07 

¶ Ellie symptoms instead of getting worse, she 
began to regain muscle strength and get better.  

¶ Now for the first time since she became ill, she 
was able  to pick up her legs and walk 4 feet 
holding on to a table.   

¶ She was much less floppy under the arms and 
easier to pick up.



 

 

Treatment #2 

Date: 2/22/08   
 
¶ Ellie can walk a number of steps with her toy 

walker now.  

¶ She can reach over her head. 

¶ Can stay on all 4ôs 

¶ She walks 6 rungs on the monkey bars. 

¶ And is even able to stand independently for 5 
seconds                                                  
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Treatment # 3 
Date: 5/31/08 

¶ Ellie walked over 30 feet with her toy walker. 

¶ Walked a full pass on the monkey bars (10ô) 

¶ She can stand independently for 30 seconds 

¶ She now has the strength to push a dresser 
drawer closed 

¶ And she also can walk 30ô by only hanging on to 
someoneôs fingers. 



 

Walking with toy walker 

Ellie can walk approx. 

30 feet - independently 

with her walker. 
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Standing Independently ï2 1/2 yrs. old 

 



 

Post Treatment #4 
Treatment Date: 9/27/08 
 

¶ Ellie took 2 steps without hanging on to anything  

¶ She is able to walk 2 passes on the monkey bars 

¶ She can walk 100ô while just hanging on to 
someoneôs fingers. 



 

Notes 

We were told that our child would never be able to walk 
again, that she would continually get worse and that their 
was nothing known that could stop her deadly decline. 

We can never thank you enough Dr. Rader, for proving 
them wrong. 
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